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SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR
CLUB, ALL YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY

HELP GET THE AMATEUR RADIO
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS ACT OVER
THE FINISH LINE....

THE PUSH IS ON...For more than a decade, ARRL has been pushing for relief for
operators who live in neighborhoods and subdivisions with private land restrictions
which prohibit outdoor antennas. Thanks to ARRL’s Grassroots Campaign, almost
160,000 letters are being delivered to members of Congress to pass the Amateur Radio
Emergency Preparedness Act. If you haven’t yet sent your letters, it’s easy. Simply click
your smart phone on the adjacent QR code, or go to the link on ARRL’s website at:
https://send-a-letter.org/hoa/ You do not have to be an ARRL member to send a letter
of support — you just need to have a currently
valid U.S. Amateur Radio license. Once you
enter your callsign, your name and address will
automatically be entered. Check to make sure
the information is correct, then hit SUBMIT.
You're done! If you already sent your letters as a
Ham, the website will say thank you for your
earlier submission, and we thank you too !!

Those who hold current General Mobile Radio
Service (GMRS) licenses can also send a set of
letters to Congress, even if you already sent
letters as a Ham Radio operator. Head to
https://send-a-letter.org/gmrs/ to send those.




Now even non-hams can send letters. If you have supportive friends and family, have
them send letters using this link: https://send-a-letter.org/hoa-nolicense/

An estimated 35% of U.S. housing is in some form of homeowner associations or
planned housing (Source: Foundation for Community Association Research), and
almost 66% of new housing units are in HOAs (Source: National Association of Home
Builders). Even if you don’t live in a HOA, your Ham radio brethren who must live near
work in controlled neighborhoods or are downsizing into a retirement community need
your support. Also, think about those neighborhoods impacted by disasters like
Hurricane Helene where all commercial communications were lost and Hams living in
restricted communities in the impacted zone had no outside antennas to get help.

In the Roanoke Division there are four members of the U.S. House of Representatives
who sit on the House Energy and Commerce Committee. If you live in the district of one
of these congressmen, your letters are especially needed. This committee holds the key
to introducing the bill (HR 1094) to the full House for a vote. They are:

e Russell Fry (South Carolina — 7th District, serving Myrtle Beach, Florence,
Conway, Georgetown, and Darlington)

e Morgan Griffith (Virginia — gth District, serving Abingdon, Blacksburg,
Christiansburg, Wytheville, Galax, Radford and Salem)

e Richard Hudson (North Carolina — gth District, serving Asheboro, Fayetteville,
Southern Pines, Pinehurst, Sanford and Siler City)

e Jennifer McClelland (Virginia — 4th District, serving Richmond, Petersburg,
Hopewell and Emporia)

Even if your congressman is not one of the above, the bill needs more co-sponsors.
Three Virginia congressmen have signed on as co-sponsors as of August, 2026. If you
live in one of these districts, a thank you would go a long way:

e Ben Cline (6t District, serving Roanoke, Harrisonburg, Winchester, Staunton,
Waynesboro, Lexington and parts of Salem)

e John McGuire (5t District, serving Charlottesville, Danville, Lynchburg, and
portions of Petersburg and Fredericksburg)

e Eugene Simon Vindman (7th District, serving the counties of Stafford,
Spotsylvania, Culpeper and portions of Fredericksburg and Prince William
county)

House members are on summer recess in their home districts until August 29. In
addition to the Send-A-Letter campaign above, a phone call to your congressman’s office
simply asking for their support of HR 1094, the Amateur Radio Emergency
Preparedness Act, is sufficient. To find your congressman and how to contact him or
her, go to https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative and put in




your zip code. Every phone call, email or letter generated above will help to move the
bill along. There is an identical senate version of the Amateur Radio Emergency
Preparedness Act, S 459, but legislative leaders have decided the House will take up the
bill first. Please get your fellow ARRL members, Hams who are non-members, family
and friends to help.

THE JUST RELEASED ARRL ANNUAL
REPORT WINS OVER NON-HAMS

As a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, ARRL is required to file an annual report.

Instead of the usual boring facts-and-figures (they’re in there for those who like to see
the nitty-gritty), the annual report also contains an overview of the state of Amateur
Radio and what ARRL, as the national association for Amateur Radio, is doing to further
its mission statement “to advance the art, science and enjoyment of Amateur Radio”.
The 72 page 2025 Annual Report was just released, and it’s free to download at:
https://www.arrl.org/annual-reports Many questions members have as to the state of
ARRL can be answered from the annual report.

A hidden gem inside the report is a section entitled Report To America. This 4 page
segment provides a summary in non-technical language of Amateur Radio’s many
public service contributions, especially in providing disaster related communications.
Report To America is designed to brief elected officials, government policy makers,
served agencies, media representatives and the general public on what our corps of
federally licensed Amateur Radio
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Feel free to share the annual report
and the Report To America not
only with your congressman’s office
in support of the Amateur Radio
Emergency Preparedness Act, but
also the next time a Ham files for a
building permit or a zoning variation,
or you go to a town or city council for
a Field Day proclamation or a school
board to explain the value of Amateur
Radio as part of a STEM curriculum
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math).
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YEAR OF THE CLUB W1AW PORTABLE
OPERATIONS COMING UP IN NORTH
CAROLINA, VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA

The popular Year Of The Club 2026 operating event still has four plus months to go, and
there are plenty of opportunities to gather remaining states to earn the special America
250 Worked All States (WAS) Award. This award is different from the conventional
ARRL WAS award because you must make QSOs in all 50 states in calendar year 2026.
Also, the America 250 WAS award is a Logbook Of The World (LoTW) only award. The
handsome award is now available for those who have already earned and confirmed via
LoTW QSOs in all 50 states this year. Perhaps the most sought after award
endorsement is the one for working W1AW portable from each of the 50 states. Each
state has had one week long operating period in the first half of 2026, and the second
week in the second half is underway. South Carolina finished its second week of W1AW
operations on July 28, but North Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia will be looking for
operators coming up in the weeks ahead.

If you’ve never been on the receiving end of a pile up, here’s your chance when you
operate as W1AW portable. You don’t have to be an ARRL member to be a designated
operator, however, you must work through the named state coordinator (listed below) to
be assigned a time slot, band and mode to be an official W1AW operator. Multiple
operators can work simultaneously on the same band but on different modes. For
example, you can have three operators all working 20 meters — one on phone, one on
CW and another on digital — at the same time. To sign up, contact your W1AW state
coordinator below (Dates and times below are UTC, not local):

-

e North Carolina September 2-9 Paul Raiche, ESSS——— l
N1XI paulraiche84@gmail.com AMERICA 250 “"\i |
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e Virginia November 4-11 Mike Aimone, -
WASAHZ aimonema@aol.com

e West Virginia December 9-16 Mark
Kraham, WSCMK wS8cmk@arrl.net R AR e
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in Shelby, NC. Hiram P. Maxim, W1AW




CLUB COMMISSIONS NOW INCREASED
AND WILL BE MOVING ONLINE

The popular program where ARRL affiliated clubs receive a commission when a
member renews ARRL membership through the club is increasing its commissions.
ARRL had been generating $5.00 in commission back to clubs on each ARRL individual
renewal. At the July board meeting, Directors voted to increase commissions to clubs
on each ARRL individual renewal from $5.00 to $10.00. First time ARRL joiners or
those joining after a lapse of three or more years will continue at the current $20.00
commission back to the club. Presently, the process usually takes place at a club
meeting where a paper form is completed by the club and submitted to ARRL by mail
along with the application form for each member joining or renewing with ARRL. Later
this year, the process will become available online, meaning members can join on their
own at their convenience. Many clubs have sponsored “ARRL Membership Night” at
monthly meetings as a way to generate additional revenue. Whether in person at a club
meeting or later when online applications will become available, a renewing ARRL will
not lose any time on their remaining membership through the club commission
program. Rather, their term of ARRL membership is extended.

UPCOMING HAMFESTS

All upcoming ARRL affiliated hamfests are listed on ARRL’s website at:
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search Remember: if you are approved as an ARRL
affiliated hamfest and you use ARRL as your VEC for administering exams, your
hamfests receives an extra $50.00 in gift certificates for door prizes.

e August 15 SC — Florence Hamfest, West Florence Fire Station Annex, 3389 Pine
Needles Rd., Florence, SC 29501. Talk-In 146.85 PL 123.0

e September 4-5 NC -NORTH CAROLINA STATE CONVENTION, Shelby
Hamfest, Cleveland County Fairgrounds, 1751 E. Marion St., Shelby, NC 28150
Talk-In 146.88 PL 67.0

e September 5 VA — Page Valley Tailgate Extravaganza, Jr. OUAM Park, 900
Shenandoah Avenue, Elkton, VA 22827 Talk-In 146.625 PL 131.8

e October 3 SC — SOUTH CAROLINA SECTION CONVENTION, Rock Hill
Hamfest, Covenant Presbyterian Church, 1830 Celanese Rd., Rock Hill, SC 29730
Talk-In 146.58 Simplex



e October 10 SC — Dutch Fork Hamfest, 230 Depot St., Little Mountain, SC 29075
Talk-In 146.01 PL 123.0

e October 11 NC — Maysville Hamfest, Community Building, 703 8t St., Maysville,
NC 28555 Talk-In 146.685 PL 88.5

e November 7 NC — JARSfest, (NOTE: new date and location) The Farm at 95, 215
Batten Rd., Selma, NC 27576 Talk-In 147.27

Have a safe and enjoyable summer! 73 de
Dr. Jim Boehner, N2ZZ, ARRL Roanoke Division Director
Bill Morine, N2COP, ARRL Roanoke Division Vice Director

Shown standing below are (Left to Right) Bill N2COP and Jim N2ZZ on Field Day 2026
visiting the 5A class location of the Rowan Amateur Radio Society operating from the
Rowan County Rescue Squad in Salisbury, North Carolina. This was one of seven
location visits Jim and Bill made over the June 27-28 weekend. 125 locations were
listed on ARRL’s Field Day Station Locator webpage in the four states of the Roanoke
Division — NC, SC, VA and WV. ARRL officials fanned out in all four states to show
appreciation for Amateur Radio’s largest operating event.




